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About us  

 

The Syrian Centre for Legal Studies and research  was fo unded 

in Syria in 2004 and was registered as a non -profit organization 

in Berlin, Germany 2015.  it  is an independent, non -

governmental and non -profit rights organization that is 

concerned with the dissemination and establishment of 

principles of the Syrian people and the rebuilding of the legal 

structure of the Syrian state through the publication of 

research and Legal studies.  It also works to set up the 

principles of justice by providing support and legal assistance 

to victims of violations and to defend the detainees of opinion 

and conscience in Syria and work to hold human rights 

violators accountable by processing and submitting files to 

competent authorities and building the capacity of Syrian 

jurists to conduct.  

In order to achieve its goals, it is focused on governments, 

decision makers, international organizations, and the general 

public s influence to stop violations and to hold accountable 

those who are in Syria.  
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Program for the Defense of Prisoners of Conscience and 

Political Prisoners 

Following the fall of Bashar al-Assad's regime, the Center's team in Syria worked to support and 

monitor released detainees. The team also continued to gather and document testimonies from 

survivors of detention in preparation for transitional justice cases. 

The support included: financial assistance to detainees to secure essential supplies and referral to 

psychological and health support through coordination with organizations and associations that 

provide these services. 

Administrative and legal follow-up was also provided, including submitting requests to lift travel 

bans for some detainees, as well as requests for others to lift the seizure of their movable and 

immovable assets. Applications for Restoration of Recognition were also submitted, and personal 

status and civil status cases were filed, and personal documents were obtained. Work continues 

with them to monitor their legal status and provide legal advice and assistance before courts and 

official bodies. 

The center's team in Syria also continued to hear and document testimonies from survivors of 

detention in preparation for transitional justice files. 

The Center also began collecting, scanning, archiving, and storing documents in several Syrian 

governorates. To date, the Center has archived and stored more than 800 documents related to 

the former Terrorism Court. 

 

Accountability and Criminal Prosecution Program 

The Center continues its work with following up and hearing testimonies of witnesses and victims, 

preparing files and documents of crimes, which has been committed in Syria, and following up 

with the trial sessions that take place in Europe in general and Germany in particular. 

Courts: 

¶ On 21st of January the investigating judge, at the request of the prosecutor of the French 

war crimes unit, issued a new arrest warrant against the deposed Syrian President Bashar 

al-Assad on charges of complicity in war crimes, and due to his command responsibility, 

considering that as a former head of state, he can no longer claim personal immunity, 

and that his functional immunity cannot be considered applicable in a case related to 

international crimes including war crimes. 

This warrant comes as a culmination of a judicial investigation that began in 2017 

following a complaint filed by Mr. Omar Abu Nabbut, son of the victim, Salah Abu Nabbut, 

who was killed in a Syrian government barrel bomb attack on the city of Daraa on June 7, 

2017. The Syrian Center for Media and Freedom of Expression joined the case as a civil 
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party, contributing to building the case file and providing supporting evidence and 

testimonies. 

This warrant is the second of its kind against Bashar al-Assad in France on charges of 

complicity in war crimes (intentionally directing attacks against the civilian population 

and killing persons protected under international humanitarian law), following the arrest 

warrant issued against him in October 2023 in the case related to the August 2013 

chemical attacks in Ghouta. link 

¶ On 6th of May, Madrid, Spain, the first public session was held for the trial of Rifaat al-

Assad, his sons, and his wife on charges of forming a criminal gang, according to the 

indictment issued against them in 2022. 

His sons and wife attended the session, while Rifaat al-Assad was absent. Their defense 

attorneys, in an attempt to delay the trial, submitted a request to transfer the trial to the 

Spanish city of Malaga, citing territorial jurisdiction. 

The defendants resided in Marbella, a town in Malaga. The court accepted the request 

and decided to transfer the case to the Malaga court. 

The Center has been working on the case since 2018, and several witnesses and victims 

have testified. 

One of these witnesses was the Center's head, lawyer Anwar Albuni. 

A seizure order was issued against the defendants' assets in Spain, amounting to more 

than $800 million. link 

¶ On 27th of May, German police arrested Fahd A., who worked at Al-Khatib Prison (Branch 

251). He was suspected of being involved in torture as a crime against humanity for nearly 

a year. 

The German Federal Public Prosecutor's Office accuses him of crimes against humanity. 

The Center worked on the case and submitted a number of witnesses, victims, and 

documents. link 

¶ On 3rd of June, the German judiciary (Stuttgart City Court) issued a ruling against Ammar 

A.  for crimes against humanity, murder, and torture, sentencing him to life 

imprisonment for the crimes he committed. The trial included testimony from 30 

witnesses. The defendant was a member of Hezbollah who committed his crimes in the 

city of Busra al-Sham in Syria. The Centre worked on the case and presented a number of 

witnesses, victims, and documents. link 

¶ On 16th of June, the Frankfurt Regional Court sentenced Syrian doctor Alaa Mousa to life 

imprisonment without the possibility of perole, on charges of participating in crimes 

against humanity. 

The court held 186 sessions and heard from more than 50 witnesses and victims, as well 

as numerous experts, including the head of the Syrian Center for Legal Studies and 

Research, lawyer Anwar Albuni, who testified twice before the court, considering that the 

centeròs work in gathering evidence and hearing witnesses and victims played a major 

role in the preparation of the case, arrest, and trial. 

The charges and evidence relied upon by the court in issuing the verdict focused on the 

defendantòs torture, sexual abuse, and murder of ill detainees at the Homs Military 

Hospital and Tishreen Military Hospital in 2011 and 2012. 

The Syrian Center for Legal Studies and Research team has been working on this case for 

https://www.lemonde.fr/en/international/article/2025/01/22/france-issues-new-arrest-warrant-on-assad_6737300_4.html
https://syria-report.com/trial-in-spain-against-rifaat-al-assad-eur-700-million-in-assets-at-stake/
https://www.generalbundesanwalt.de/SharedDocs/Pressemitteilungen/EN/2025/Pressemitteilung-vom-27-05-2025-engl.html
https://www.france24.com/en/europe/20250603-syrian-pro-assad-fighter-jailed-for-life-in-germany-for-crimes-against-humanity
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over five years, collecting evidence and testimonies and presenting them to the German 

public prosecutor. link 

¶ On 17th of September, the Office of the Federal Public Prosecutor General, based on 

arrest warrants issued by the investigating judge of the Federal Court of Justice on 

September 4, 2025, arrested Syrian nationals Ibrahim al-Issa and Osama A., suspected of 

belonging to the foreign terrorist organization Islamic State (ISIS), on charges of war 

crimes and murder. 

The arrest warrants primarily included the following charges against the defendants: 

Beginning in the spring of 2011, the then-Syrian regime resorted to increasingly brutal 

violence against its critics in the country. The goal was to quickly suppress the protest 

movement against the Assad regime with the help of government security forces and to 

terrorize the population. In early 2012, tensions in Syria escalated into a full-scale civil war, 

pitting Syrian state forces against armed opposition groups. While the Free Syrian Army 

sought to overthrow the Assad regime, the declared goal of the Islamic State (ISIS) 

terrorist organization was to establish a caliphate. Due to their different orientations, 

frequent clashes occurred between ISIS and the Free Syrian Army. 

Osama A. and Ibrahim A. joined ISIS in the spring of 2014 in the city of Mohsen in eastern 

Syria, which was then under the control of the Free Syrian Army (FSA), and participated in 

combat operations for the organization. During ISIS's control of the city, the two 

defendants arrested six FSA fighters in mid-June 2014. The prisoners were initially held in 

an ISIS intelligence building and sentenced to death by the organization. On June 19, 2014, 

the two defendants and other ISIS members took the prisoners to the site of their 

execution and guarded them there until they were executed. Osama A. shot one of the 

prisoners himself. 

The Syrian Center for Legal Studies and Research worked on this case and supported it 

with evidence and witnesses. 

¶ On 26th of September, the Swedish Public Prosecutor issued an indictment against 

Mahmoud S. for war crimes committed in Yarmouk, south of the capital, Damascus. 

The incidents occurred between 2012 and 2013. One case relates to involvement in attacks 

on a peaceful demonstration on July 13, 2012, in which approximately ten civilians were 

shot dead and others injured in attacks launched by forces loyal to then-Syrian dictator 

Bashar al-Assad. 

The charges also included running a checkpoint and participating in the arrest of civilians 

at the checkpoint, against the backdrop of the siege of Yarmouk by the Syrian regime and 

pro-regime militias. 

A large number of civilians were arrested at the checkpoint and handed over to Syrian 

security forces under the reign of the fearsome dictator Bashar al-Assad, resulting in 

severe suffering and several deaths, according to the indictment. 

The man is said to have operated as part of an armed militia loyal to the regime. 

https://ordentliche-gerichtsbarkeit.hessen.de/presse/alaa-m-was-sentenced-to-lifelong-imprisonment
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Swedish police arrested the accused last July, along with two other individuals, in Sweden. 

German police arrested five other suspects in Germany. His public trial will begin in 

Stockholm in the coming period. 

The trials of the five suspects will also begin in Koblenz, Germany, in November. 

The Syrian Center for Legal Studies and Research has been working with the public 

prosecutors in Germany and Sweden on this case since 2022. 

¶ On 28th of September, French authorities raided the headquarters of SOS Christians of 

the Orient as part of an investigation into complicity in war crimes and crimes against 

humanity in Syria. 

The Anti-Terrorism Public Prosecutor confirmed that raids were carried out and 

witnesses and suspects were questioned. The investigation is being led by the Central 

Office for the Prevention of Crimes against Humanity and Genocide. The organization's 

president confirmed that his personal device was searched and that investigators 

questioned him. The searches included offices in Paris and its suburbs and two companies 

in northwestern France. The investigation aims to determine whether the organization 

funded factions loyal to the former regime, including the so-called National Defense. The 

organization denies involvement in any crimes and claims that its activities aim to aid 

persecuted Christians, particularly at the hands of ISIS. The Syrian Center for Legal 

Studies and Research has been working on this case for four years and has supported it 

with evidence and witnesses. link 

¶ On 30th of September, German police arrested Anwar S. in Berlin, accused of 

participating in crimes against humanity, torture, and enforced disappearance. The 

accused participated in beating peaceful demonstrators, arresting them, and handing 

them over to Syrian security forces. He appeared in a video of himself beating peaceful 

demonstrators inside the Amna Mosque in Aleppo. 

Many of the victims he beat, arrested, and handed over to security forces identified him, 

knowing full well the torture, enforced disappearance, and murder they would face. 

He arrived in Germany and engaged in business activities, including facilitating the 

financing of the Syrian regime's crimes through the hawala system from Berlin. 

This is the first case involving not members of the Syrian regime, but rather pro-regime 

shabiha who aided and participated in the regime's crimes. 

The Syrian Center for Legal Studies and Research has been working on this case for more 

than five years and has supported it with evidence and witnesses. link 

¶ On 12th of November, Vienna's Chief Public Prosecutor, Nina Bussek, filed charges against 

a Syrian security brigadier general and a criminal investigation officer at the Vienna 

Regional Criminal Court. The indictment included charges of aggravated bodily harm, 

aggravated coercion, sexual violence, and torture of one of the defendants. 

The defendants are Khaled H., a former brigadier general in the Syrian General 

Intelligence Directorate, and Musab A., a former head of investigations in the Criminal 

Investigation Department. They were allegedly responsible for the arrest, detention, and 

subsequent interrogation of civilians by a committee established within the security 

https://www.tesaaworld.com/en/news/france-raids-the-headquarters-of-the-sos-christians-of-the-east-organization-in-paris-on-suspicion-of-complicity-in-war-crimes-in-syria
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/german-police-arrest-syrian-man-suspected-crimes-against-humanity-2025-09-30/
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forces in the Syrian city of Raqqa. In some cases, they are also accused of personally 

committing acts of violence against detainees. 

The defendants are accused of committing crimes against Syrian civilians, specifically 

against civilians detained in detention centers in Raqqa, Syria, between 2011 and 2013, 

while serving as officials in the former regime of Bashar al-Assad. The aim of these 

actions was to suppress the protest movement against the regime and intimidate 

civilians. 

The two defendants are also accused of repeatedly subjecting civilians to severe physical 

assaults, sometimes including torture, during their detention, which often lasted for 

months in inhumane and critical health conditions. It is alleged that members of the 

General Intelligence Directorate and the Criminal Security Branch carried out these 

assaults, and that civilians were forced to make confessions or statements incriminating 

themselves. In one case, sexual violence is also alleged. 

The Syrian Center for Legal Studies and Research has been working on this case for seven 

years, contacting and interviewing witnesses and victims, documenting their testimonies, 

and submitting them to the Public Prosecutor. 

¶ On 19th of November, the trial of Jihad A., Mahmoud A., Mazhar J., and Samir S. began in 

Koblenz, Germany. The defendants were charged with crimes against humanity and war 

crimes, specifically murder, attempted murder, and torture. All defendants were also 

charged with crimes against humanity in the form of deprivation of liberty, in some cases 

resulting in death. Mahmoud A. and Mazhar J. were further charged with war crimes, 

specifically the use of prohibited methods of warfare, namely siege. 

On July 13, 2012, all the defendants participated in the violent suppression of a peaceful 

demonstration against the Syrian government in Yarmouk, firing on the demonstrators. 

At least six people died from their injuries, and others were wounded, some seriously. In 

another demonstration in August 2012, Jihad A. again fired on civilians along with other 

militiamen. At least two people were wounded by gunfire. 

In addition, the defendants physically assaulted civilians in Yarmouk, sometimes 

repeatedly. The incidents occurred between mid-2012 and 2014 at checkpoints 

established by regime-controlled militias. 

The victims were struck on the head with fists and rifle butts, followed by kicks. Jihad A., 

Mahmoud A., Mazhar J., and Samir S. arrested the civilians and brought them to the Syrian 

intelligence headquarters, where they were tortured. Many of those arrested by 

Mahmoud A. and Mazhar J. died as a result of torture and inhumane detention conditions. 

On two occasions, Mahmoud A. attacked civilians during aid distributions to prevent food 

distribution and contribute to the starvation of the civilian population. The Syrian Center 

for Legal Studies and Research worked on this case for five years. 

¶ On 20th of November, the Stockholm Criminal Court began the trial of Mahmoud 

Sweidan, nicknamed Abu Hadid, who had been arrested in early 2024 by Swedish police. 

This arrest coincided with the arrest of five other defendants by German police in 

Germany. All three were accused of committing war crimes and crimes against humanity 

in the Yarmouk camp in Syria in 2012 and 2013. Anwar al-Bunni, head of the Syrian Center 

for Legal Studies and Research, attended the hearing. The indictment included charges of 

crimes against humanity for handing over civilians, including children under 15, women, 
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and men, to be detained, knowing they would be subjected to torture that could lead to 

death. 

The charges also included sexual violence and war crimes for participating in attacks 

against civilians while working at a regime checkpoint within the Yarmouk camp in 2012 

and 2013. He was also accused of belonging to the Popular Front for the Liberation of 

Palestine í General Command and the Free Palestine Brigades. The accused arrived in 

Sweden in 2013 and obtained Swedish citizenship in 2017. He subsequently returned to 

Syria several times, participating in military operations and committing war crimes. 

The Syrian Center for Legal Studies and Research contributed to documenting the 

testimonies of victims and witnesses, communicating with public prosecution authorities 

in Sweden and Germany, and building the case file. 

 

Events: 

¶ On February 7, the Center's team participated in a meeting with the French unit 

specializing in the prosecution of international crimes. The session discussed issues of 

accountability, the prosecution of criminals, and cooperation mechanisms. 

Team members attended online while Anwar Albuni, the head of the Center was present 

personally in Paris, France. 

¶ On February 16, The Syrian Center for Legal Studies and Research, in partnership with the 

Association of Families of Detainees and Missing Persons of Saydnaya Prison, organized a 

session with the families of the victims in Damascus in front of Saydnaya Prison 

¶ On February 18, lawyer Anwar Albuni, participated in the Federal Agency for Civil 

Developmentòs workshop on justice, to benefit from the Syrian experience in the 

Ukrainian situation in this field. The workshop was held in the city of Nuremberg, 

Germany. 

¶ The Syrian Center for Legal Studies and Research, the Syrian Archive, Al-Sharea Media 

Foundation, and Caesar Justice Files worked for two months to prepare for a high-level 

roundtable titled "The Implementation of Justice in Syria and the Role of International 

Bodies and Institutions." The roundtable was scheduled for February 27, 2025, with the 

attendance and participation of numerous Syrian and international human rights 

organizations, including international NGOs, parties from various governments, UN bodies 

concerned with justice and documentation issues in Syria, and European prosecutors 

involved in trials related to crimes committed in Syria. 

The roundtable was with the participation of the Ministry of Justice, and in coordination 

with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Syrian government. 

Despite obtaining official approvals and unofficial confirmations for the closed-door 

conference, at the day of the conference, and after all participants had arrived, we were 

informed by the Sheraton Hotel in Damascus that they had received a decision to ban the 

conference without providing any explanation. link 

¶ The Syrian Archives, in cooperation with the Center, presented a comprehensive study on 

a file opened by the French Public Prosecutor's Office. 

https://sl-center.org/2025/02/%d8%a8%d9%8a%d8%a7%d9%86-%d8%aa%d9%88%d8%b6%d9%8a%d8%ad%d9%8a-%d8%a8%d8%ae%d8%b5%d9%88%d8%b5-%d9%85%d9%86%d8%b9-%d8%b9%d9%82%d8%af-%d9%88%d8%b1%d8%b4%d8%a9-%d8%b9%d9%85%d9%84-%d9%81%d9%8a-%d8%af%d9%85/
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¶ On March 5, lawyer Anwar Albuni, participated in an online session on "International 

Courts and War Crimes: Mechanisms of Justice and Confronting Impunity." The session 

was organized by the Atyaf movement. 

¶ On May 16-18, the center conducted a training workshop in the city of Homs in Syria, in 

which twenty lawyers participated. The training included the legal classification of war 

crimes and crimes against humanity, mechanisms for documenting witness and victim 

testimonies, collecting evidence from closed and open sources, analyzing it, protecting 

data, preparing files and submitting them to the Public Prosecution, and following up on 

cases to ensure that victims receive justice. In conclusion, certificates were distributed to 

the participants. link 

¶ On June 10, the head of the center, lawyer Anwar Albuni, held a webinar about the 

situation of forcibly disappeared persons in Syria with the participation of women who 

are relatives of victims. link 

The session presented possible mechanisms and methods that can be used to uncover 

the fate of the disappeared and to communicate with the official international bodies and 

Syrian organisations. 

¶ On June 16, the Frankfurt Regional Court sentenced Syrian doctor Alaa Mousa to life 

imprisonment without the possibility of perole, on charges of participating in crimes 

against humanity. 

The court held 186 sessions and heard from more than 50 witnesses and victims, as well 

as numerous experts, including the head of the Syrian Center for Legal Studies and 

Research, lawyer Anwar Albuni, who testified twice before the court, considering that the 

centeròs work in gathering evidence and hearing witnesses and victims played a major 

role in the preparation of the case, arrest, and trial. 

The charges and evidence relied upon by the court in issuing the verdict focused on the 

defendantòs torture, sexual abuse, and murder of ill detainees at the Homs Military 

Hospital and Tishreen Military Hospital in 2011 and 2012. 

The Syrian Center for Legal Studies and Research team has been working on this case for 

over five years, collecting evidence and testimonies and presenting them to the German 

public prosecutor. 

¶ On June 1-2, the Syrian Center for Legal Studies and Research conducted a training 

workshop on documentation and case building in the city of As-Suwayda. Twenty lawyers 

and human rights activists participated. The training covered the concepts of war crimes 

and crimes against humanity, mechanisms for documenting victim and witness 

testimonies, evidence collection, utilizing open-source resources, digital protection and 

evidence preservation methods, chain of possession, and case building. Certificates were 

distributed to the participants. 

¶ On June 23í27, The Syrian Center for Legal Studies and Research, in collaboration with the 

Syria Campaign organization and media and artistic figures, participated in an event held 

at the National Museum in Damascus. The event lasted five days, from June 23 to 27, 2025, 

https://sl-center.org/2025/05/%d8%a7%d9%84%d8%b9%d8%af%d8%a7%d9%84%d8%a9-%d9%84%d9%84%d8%ac%d9%85%d9%8a%d8%b9/
https://sl-center.org/2025/06/%d9%88%d8%b1%d8%b4%d8%a9-%d8%b9%d9%85%d9%84-%d8%ac%d8%af%d9%8a%d8%af%d8%a9-%d9%81%d9%8a-%d8%a7%d9%84%d8%b3%d9%88%d9%8a%d8%af%d8%a7%d8%a1/
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under the title ïCommemorating the souls of the martyrs, and the missing persons in the 

detention centers of the former Assad regime.ð 

The event included an exhibition entitled ïFor those who are not mentioned and will not 

be forgottenð as well as three days of dialogue activities, a film screening, and the 

organization of a list of 1,500 missing persons. 

Families began adding the names of their loved ones to the list. 

The event was attended by officials from the interim government, the National 

Commission for the Missing, the Independent Commission for the Missing in Syria, human 

rights and civil society organizations, associations of families of the missing, media and 

artistic public figures, and a large audience of over 1,500 people. 

The demands of the families of the missing and forcibly disappeared were heard, as well 

as the urgent need for collective and serious work to uncover their fate and achieve 

justice for all. 

The role of the National Commission for Missing Persons and what is required of it was 

also discussed, as well as the role of civil society organizations and bodies in assisting and 

participating in its work link 

¶ On August 16, in cooperation with the Ruaa Organization, the Center's Director conducted 

a training session on the transitional phase and transitional justice for the Youth Political 

Camp, with the participation of 20 participants in Brandenburg, Germany. 

¶ On August 22-24, In partnership between the Syrian Center for Legal Studies and 

Research and the Syrian Association for Law and Justice (Khalil Maatouk Association for 

Human Rights), a training workshop was conducted in the city of Latakia - Syria 2025 for 

thirty Syrian lawyers on documenting violations, crimes against humanity and war crimes. 

The training included an introduction to international human rights law, international 

humanitarian law, international criminal law and universal jurisdiction, how to document 

the testimonies of victims and witnesses to be acceptable to judicial authorities, 

documenting physical injuries and how to preserve and protect data, and searching for 

more evidence from open sources. The training included practical exercises and working 

groups. In conclusion, certificates were distributed to the participants. link 

¶ From October 16-18, the Syrian Center for Legal Studies and Research and the Syrian 

Association for Law and Justice, in cooperation with the Palace of Justice and the Bar 

Association in Homs Governorate, conducted a training workshop entitled ïDocumenting 

War Crimes and Crimes Against Humanity, and Building Legal Files to Achieve Justice for 

Victims.ð Approximately 37 participants, including judges, lawyers, and female lawyers 

(40% of whom were women), attended the workshop. The workshop included training on 

international human rights law, international humanitarian law, and international criminal 

law; documenting testimonies from victims and witnesses; digital protection; 

documenting physical injuries with their medical and legal descriptions; verifying open-

source information; the role of the Bar Association in creating legal files; classifying 

evidence and analyzing data; and preparing legal files. Practical sessions simulating 

witness and victim testimonies were also included, and participants discussed the training 

materials in working groups. link 

https://sl-center.org/2025/07/%d9%81%d8%b9%d8%a7%d9%84%d9%8a%d8%a9-%d9%85%d9%86-%d8%a3%d8%ac%d9%84-%d8%a7%d9%84%d9%85%d9%81%d9%82%d9%88%d8%af%d9%8a%d9%86-%d8%a7%d8%aa-%d9%88%d8%a7%d9%84%d9%85%d8%ba%d9%8a%d8%a8%d9%8a%d9%86-%d8%a7/
https://sl-center.org/2025/10/%d9%88%d8%b1%d8%b4%d8%a9-%d8%b9%d9%85%d9%84-%d9%81%d9%8a-%d8%a7%d9%84%d9%84%d8%a7%d8%b0%d8%ab%d9%8a%d8%a9-%d8%ad%d9%88%d9%84-%d8%a7%d9%84%d8%af%d8%b3%d8%aa%d9%88%d8%b1-%d9%88%d8%ad%d9%83%d9%85-%d8%a7/
https://www.facebook.com/SCFLSAR/posts/pfbid02WUj5zxxuXu2MCfefhntQDvkssR7t8Tre2PwuZv8QcEoGHbc9UBiK9QTUekV6JFAVl
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¶ On October 23, the head of the Syrian Center for Legal Studies and Research, lawyer 

Anwar Al-Bunni, and lawyer Daad Moussa participated in a workshop (on Yarmouk issues) 

in Berlin, Germany, organized by the Center for Victims of Torture. The workshop focused 

on the issue of the siege of Yarmouk camp and the crimes committed in it, and on the 

trials that take place in Europe according to universal jurisdiction, and how to protect 

witnesses, document trial sessions and publish them through the media to reach Syrians 

everywhere, and on the possibility of providing translation into Arabic during trial 

sessions. 

¶ On October 31 and November 1 and 2, the Syrian Center for Legal Studies and Research 

and the Syrian Association for Law and Justice, in cooperation with the Bar Association in 

Hama Governorate, organized a training workshop entitled: ïDocumenting War Crimes 

and Crimes Against Humanity, and Building Legal Files to Achieve Justice for Victims.ð 

Approximately thirty judges, lawyers, and female lawyers participated in the workshop, 

which included training on international human rights law, international humanitarian 

law, and international criminal law, as well as documenting testimonies from victims and 

witnesses. The workshop also included training on digital protection, documenting 

physical injuries with their medical and legal descriptions, verifying open-source 

information, the role of the Bar Association in creating legal files, classifying evidence, 

analyzing data, and preparing legal files. Practical sessions simulating witness and victim 

testimonies were also included, and participants discussed the training materials in 

working groups. link 

¶ The Syrian Archives, in cooperation with the Center, presented a comprehensive study on 

a file open with the German and Swedish public prosecutors. 

 

disseminate knowledge on the concept of Rule of law, 

constitution, and Human rights program.  

 

The constitution is the supreme fundamental law in any country, defining the general framework 

for the life, culture, and development of any society. In Syria, we aspire to a new constitution that 

will govern our future and the future of generations to come. 

We, as Syrians, lack the constitutional legal culture necessary to determine the effectiveness and 

efficacy of any new constitution that may be presented to the Syrian people in the future. We all 

need this culture to be able to discuss and choose the best constitution that can advance Syriaî

its country, people, and civilizationîto the ranks of advanced democratic nations. Therefore, the 

Center planned a program to disseminate constitutional culture and the rule of law, publishing a 

dedicated guide and conducting numerous online and in-person workshops. 

The Center held three in-person workshops on "Towards a Constitutional Culture and the Rule of 

Law in Syria," with the participation of civil society activists, journalists, and lawyers. Participants 

came from within Syria, neighboring countries, and Europe. 

https://www.facebook.com/SCFLSAR/posts/pfbid0syFYoSQfNqMvmeHFvFceesouo97qaEQ5fhpcZxGSBz7TbABeMZVi47r5hfDFQKodl
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The training covered theoretical material related to the constitution, its content, constitutional 

systems, its relationship to other laws, and gender-sensitive constitutions, with comparisons to 

international and Arab constitutions. The training also included explanatory films and discussions. 

During the four days of each workshop, participants were divided into working groups covering 

topics such as "Constitutional Content - Who Writes the Constitution - Constitutional Systems - 

Rights and Freedoms - The Supreme Constitutional Court - Mechanisms of Oversight, Protection, 

and Geographical Administration," ensuring the inclusion of social diversity in all working groups 

and discussions. 

The first workshop: was held in Damascus, Syria from 25 till 27 April 

with 21 participants, 12 women and 9 men. 

The Second workshop: was held in Mashta al-Helou, Syria from 23 till 25 May 

with 20 participants 

From May 23-25, 2025, the Center conducted a training workshop entitled 

"Towards a Constitutional Culture and the Rule of Law in Syria" in the town of 

Mashta al-Helou, Tartous. The workshop, which included 20 participantsîlawyers, 

activists, and civil society membersîcovered the concepts of transitional justice, 

the transitional phase, the interim constitutional declaration, constitution 

drafting, systems of governance, supra-constitutional principles, gender 

considerations in the constitution, and its content. International experiences were 

presented, and the workshop incorporated working groups focused on the main 

themes. The workshop was highly interactive and yielded fruitful results. 

The workshop was held in Mashta al-Helou, Syria, from May 23-25, 2025, with 20 

participants. link 

The third workshop was held in Latakia, Syria, On October 10-11, with 30 

participants, 40% of whom were women. link 

Events 

¶ On March 8, the Syrian Center for Legal Studies and Research organized a workshop in 

Damascus to commemorate International Women's Day. A group of women active in 

Syrian civil society participated, focusing on the role of Syrian women in the nation-

building process and in all aspects of societyîpolitical, legal, economic, and cultural. 

Emphasis was placed on the right of Syrian women to enjoy all their rights guaranteed by 

international conventions ratified by Syria, and the necessity of explicitly including these 

rights in the Constitutional Declaration and the new Syrian Constitution. At the 

conclusion of the workshop, roses were distributed to the participants in appreciation of 

their efforts. (Damascus/Syria Physicist) 

¶ On March 10, Lawyer Anwar Albuni, participated in an international interactive webinar 

ïTransitional Justice in Syria: A Horizon for Thoughtð organized by the Moroccan Center 

for Transitional Justice and the Study of International Reports 

https://www.facebook.com/anwarbounni/posts/pfbid0LaifSxydTVwvRSMTCibXZ2tiDXh75xxUawhAgGt6B2wria1K18HoyRXTJWhhaWnbl
https://www.facebook.com/SCFLSAR/posts/pfbid0V44C81An2dng5aaCyuWMhk3S3NqM6V2H5enoF1BEu675qhWqMqjWJa8uHumjqEBDl
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¶ On March 19, Lawyer Anwar Albuni, participated in a webinar on the Constitutional 

Declaration and Transitional Justice in Syria, organized by Wasl Organization inside Syria. 

¶ On March 24, Lawyer Anwar Albuni, participated in an event entitled ïThe Economy of 

Violence: The Case of Argentinað about the Argentine experience in transitional justice, 

organized by the European Center for Constitutional and Human Rights, Berlin, Germany. 

¶ On April 7, the center participated in a workshop on (International Support for 

Transitional Justice in Syria - Lessons Learned and Future Ways) organized by the German 

Foreign Ministry and the Syrian Legal Development Program in Berlin, Germany. 

¶ On August 2-3, the Syrian Center for Legal Studies and Research, in cooperation with 

Front Lines for Change, organized a workshop in the Beqaa, Lebanon. 

27 activists from Syrian organizations in Lebanon participated in the workshop. 

The workshop addressed the transitional phase in Syria, explaining the transitional phases 

experienced by many countries around the world. The workshop also addressed the 

Constitutional Declaration issued by the Interim Authority in Syria and the gaps it 

contained, comparing it to the Constitutional Declaration issued by the Center in 2012. 

The workshop examined transitional justice as a concept, the importance and necessity of 

its implementation, its conditions, methods, and requirements for its implementation in 

Syria, and what has been achieved to date. 

The workshop also addressed the judiciary, its independence, and the method of its 

formation, comparing it to the formations of the judiciary in many countries around the 

world. It also addressed the electoral law, electoral methods, election supervision, and the 

eligibility of voters and candidates. 

The workshop included working groups for participants on the topics discussed, and 

numerous contributions and contributions significantly contributed to focusing and 

developing ideas. link 

¶ On November 14, as part of a program to empower activists and support the role of 

Syrian NGOs, the Syrian Center for Legal Studies and Research, in partnership with the 

Syrian Association for Law and Justice, launched a special initiative to support Syrian civil 

society organizations seeking legal licensing and official registration numbers within 

Syria. The program includes providing a team of specialized lawyers with the following 

services: 

Å 1- Free legal consultations on licensing procedures 

Å 2- Comprehensive follow-up on applications until final licensing is issued 

Å 3- Practical training on preparing internal regulations and required documents 

Å 4- Training sessions on writing project proposals and preparing budgets 

Å 5- Support in developing the association's or organization's general and administrative 

policies in accordance with Syrian legal frameworks. 

The program aims to empower activists and civil society actors to build their 

organizations on legal and institutional foundations that ensure sustainability, 

transparency, and accountability. 

More than 30 organizations have been contacted and consultations have begun for 9 

organizations. 

https://www.facebook.com/SCFLSAR/posts/pfbid0yLwKKrRSwmnX6YSnv444nh4ycYpwo1LbJ1UpAeYc3pqAv4TAbySMxo8pAq8nKQjLl
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¶  On December 26, the Center conducted an online event on the concept of the 

constitution and the rule of law, in partnership with the "Our Constitution Unites Us" 

coalition, with the participation of 30 Syrian NGOs. 

 

Studies and Research: 
In cooperation with the Syrian Center for Legal Studies and Research and Law (Law) Legal 

Action Worldwide, a field study entitled "A Call for Transitional Justice" was published. 

 

Films: 

¶ On December 2, the documentary "Syria: A Country in Permanent Crisis" was broadcast by 

German television. The Syrian Center for Legal Studies and Research participated in this 

production. (Arte.tv) 

¶ On December 4, the documentary "The Damascus Files" was broadcast by Deutsche 

Welle, the International Consortium of Investigative Journalists (ICIJ), and NDR. The Syrian 

Center for Legal Studies and Research participated in this production. 

"The Damascus Files" is considered the largest documentary project since the emergence 

of the Caesar photos. It was compiled and published by the International Consortium of 

Investigative Journalists (ICIJ) in cooperation with NDR and media partners from more 

than 20 countries. The file contains more than 134,000 secret security documents issued 

by Syrian intelligence agencies, in addition to more than 70,000 pictures of prisoners who 

lost their lives under torture or neglect inside detention centers. 

Advocacy and Networking program 

¶ On February 12, Lawyer Anwar Albuni, participated in a dialogue session with the German 

Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development. The situation in Syria and 

ways to cooperate with civil society organizations in Berlin, Germany, were discussed. 

¶ On February 18, the head of the center, lawyer Anwar al-Bunni, participated in a workshop 

by the Federal Agency for Civic Development on justice to benefit from the Syrian 

experience in the Ukrainian case in this field. The workshop was held in Nuremberg, 

Germany. 

¶ On April 7, the Center participated in a workshop on (International Support for 

Transitional Justice in Syria - Lessons Learned and Future Paths) organized by the German 

Foreign Ministry and the Syrian Legal Development Program in Berlin, Germany. 

¶ On May 2-4, the Center participated in the Hohenheim Days on Migration Law conference, 

organized by the Stuttgart-Hohenheim Conference Center, Germany. 

A presentation was given by the Center's President, Lawyer Anwar Albuni, on the return of 

Syrian refugees and whether Syria is considered a safe place for return. 
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¶ On May 28, the Caesar Files team organized an event in cooperation with the City of Paris 

to honor members of the Caesar Files team and influential figures in the field of 

accountability and justice. Lawyer Anwar Albuni was also honored. 

¶ On September 17, the head of the center, lawyer Anwar al-Bunni, participated in an event 

on "The Future of Transition: Sharing the Iraqi and Syrian Experiences," organized by the 

Dialogue Organization in Berlin, Germany. 

¶ On October 7, lawyer Anwar al-Bunni, head of the center, participated in an online 

workshop organized by a group of young activists working to establish a civil political 

movement. The training was about the transitional phase in Syria. 

¶ On November 8, the head of the center, lawyer Anwar Al-Bunni, participated in a physical 

event about (the experience of human rights defenders in exile) organized by the Civil 

Society Forum in Berlin. 

¶ On November 14, the Syrian Center for Legal Studies and Research, in partnership with 

the Syrian Association for Law and Justice, joined the ïOur Constitution Unites Usð 

campaign, a national campaign aimed at raising awareness among Syrian men and 

women about the importance of the constitution as a comprehensive social contract and 

encouraging community participation in drafting a just constitution that embodies their 

aspirations for freedom, dignity, equality, and citizenship. 

¶ On November 15, the Syrian Center for Legal Studies and Research, in partnership with 

the Syrian Association for Law and Justice, participated in a dialogue day event with Syrian 

civil society entitled (A first step towards an organized dialogue with the Syrian 

government and the European Union). 

¶ On November 22-23, the head of the center, lawyer Anwar Al-Bunni, participated in the 

28th Regional Forum for Human Rights entitled (Towards New Paths for Reform), 

organized by the Cairo Center for Human Rights in Paris, France. 

¶ On November 29, 2025, the Syrian Center for Legal Studies and Research, in partnership 

with the family of human rights lawyer Khalil Maatouk, held two simultaneous events in 

Damascus and Berlin. These events commemorated the human rights lawyer and one of 

the founders of the Syrian Center for Legal Studies and Research, who was forcibly 

disappeared by Syrian security forces on October 2, 2012, and the tens of thousands of 

other forcibly disappeared individuals he defended in Assad's prisons. 

¶ On December 6-7, the center participated in a workshop (The Syrian National Archives 

Alliance for Transitional Justice in Syria) organized by the Umam Documentation and 

Research Organization, the Mashreq and Maghreb Forum for Prison Affairs, and the 

Street Organization in Berlin, Germany. 

¶ On December 8, The head of the center, lawyer Anwar, participated in the event 

ïTowards a deeper understanding of prisons: The Mashreq-Maghreb Forum for Prison 

Affairs in Berlinð organized by the Mashreq-Maghreb Forum for Prison Affairs, the 

Friedrich Ebert Foundation, Medico International Foundation and the Høbbel am Ufer 

Theater (HAU Hebbel am Ufer). 
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¶ On December 10, Mr. Amjad Hammoud participated in the Syria Working Group meeting 

in Athens, Greece. The meeting addressed the political transition in Syria and the role of 

civil society in promoting transitional justice and accountability and building a 

comprehensive democratic future. The Center presented its work and vision on 

transitional justice and accountability in the future of Syria. 

Organized by Euromed Rights 
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